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LUCIA HIERRO: MARGINAL COSTS
June 7, 2021 to January 2, 2022
The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum is pleased to present
Marginal Costs, the first solo museum exhibition of New York-based
artist Lucia Hierro (b. 1987). Hierro’s practice, which includes
sculpture, digital media and installation, confronts twenty-first century
capitalism through an intersectional lens. Appropriating imagery that
ranges from commerce to art history, Hierro’s choices manifest her
own multidimensional experience as a Dominican American artist
raised in Washington Heights, and now based in the South Bronx.
Marginal Costs will be on view June 7, 2021 through January 2, 2022.
With a studio methodology steeped in Pop Art, Minimalism,
Conceptual Art and European still life painting, as well as her own
biographical circumstance, Hierro’s work surveys power, individuality,
and opportunity specific to the communities she orbits. Lifting visual
matter off the street and media outlets, she expresses subjective
storylines that speak to the elasticity of identity—a symptom of our
hyperkinetic present.
Conceived in close collaboration with the artist, the exhibition spans
recent and new work: soft sculptures from her ongoing Bodegon (Still Life),
2013- present, and Mercado (Market), 2014-present, series, as well as the
debut of a new sculpture series, the Gates, 2021-, and her largest wall
mural to date—both specially commissioned by The Aldrich.
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The works in the Bodegon series are soft sculptural collages built out of fabric and foam and then sewed together with the
assistance of the artist’s mother. Layered portraits, they operate like dimensional vanitas as Hierro constructs personalized
storylines about care and devotion. Scale is another primary preoccupation and a predominant feature throughout the
exhibition. The Mercado sculptures are larger-than-life sized, see-through grocery totes stuffed with digitally printed
objects—popular Caribbean products and foods—that intersect race, class, and gender. The monumentality of Hierro’s
murals riff on billboard advertising as they envelope and ensnare their onlookers. Composed out of cut-out vinyl decals
applied directly to bold expanses of wall color, Hierro’s newest mural surveys local economies through the interplay of a
dynamic cast of floating signifiers such as staple foods, domestic spaces, neighborhood street vendors, religious symbols,
and ritual ephemera. The Gates is a new sculptural installation that recreates a familiar vernacular feature of the South
Bronx: wrought iron gates. Hierro’s Gates bisect the gallery, physically confronting the room’s architecture and corralling
visitors. Jammed with fading supermarket circulars, bygone markers of human necessity and cultural erosion, the Gates
personify the collective wake of escalating gentrification.
Lucia Hierro (b. 1987) received a BFA from SUNY Purchase in 2010 and an MFA from Yale School of Art in 2013. Her work
has been included in solo and group exhibitions at the Bronx Museum of the Arts, Sugar Hill Children’s Museum of Art and
Storytelling, and Elizabeth Dee Gallery, all in New York; Casa Quién, Santo Domingo; the Museum of the African
Diaspora, San Francisco; Jeffrey Deitch, Los Angeles; Sean Horton (presents), Dallas, TX; and most recently a solo show
at Primary Projects, Miami. Residencies include: Yaddo, Saratoga Springs, NY; Redbull Arts, Detroit; Fountainhead
Residency, Miami; Bronx Museum’s Artist in the Market program, Bronx, NY; and Casa Quién, Santo Domingo. Her work
is in public collections including JP Morgan Chase, Centro Cultural Eduardo León Jimenes, the Perez Art Museum, and
the Rennie Collection, Vancouver. Hierro lives and works in New York City.

258 Main Street Ridgefield, CT 06877
203.438.4519
www.thealdrich.org

For Immediate Release

The artist’s first museum publication,with an essay by Amy Smith-Stewart, the exhibition’s curator, will accompany the
show.
Organized by Amy Smith-Stewart, Senior Curator, The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum.
For press inquiries, please contact Emily Devoe at 203.438.4519, extension 140, or edevoe@thealdrich.org
Generous support for Lucia Hierro: Marginal Costs is provided by The Coby Foundation, The Amadeo Family, The
O’Grady Foundation, Sonia Attkiss, Diana Bowes and James Torrey, and Mary Lou and Jeffrey Shafer. Additional support
is provided by Kasia and Greg Kay.
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